Sunday, July 24, 2022

7th Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS
GATHERING
Prelude

Lord you Are/Sanctuary Medley
Deshazzo/Thompsom & Scruggs

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE AND FACE THE BAPTISMAL FONT
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen!

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

Together we pray,
Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before
ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met
by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free
us to love our neighbors. Amen.

P

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins

C

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

HYMN

When Morning Gilds the Skies

ELW 853

THE GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

P Together we pray,
C Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to
hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either
desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us
those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good
things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

SHINE, JESUS, SHINE

ELW 671

WORD
FIRST READING
Genesis 18:20-32
20
Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see whether
they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me;
and if not, I will know.”
22
So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while
Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23Then Abraham came near
and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
24
Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep
away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far
be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so
that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their
sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous
are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he
said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to
him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty
I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I
find thirty there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of
twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be
angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”
The word of God.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
Colossians 2:6-19
6
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith,
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

8

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of
the universe, and not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of
deity dwells bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, who is the
head of every ruler and authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with
a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the
circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you
were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised
him from the dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him,
when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood
against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.
15
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of
them, triumphing over them in it.
16
Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink
or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. 17These are only a
shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18Do not
let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of
angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of
thinking, 19and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body,
nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a
growth that is from God.
The word of God.
Thanks be to God.
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

GOSPEL

Luke 11:1-13

C Glory to you, O Lord.
1
[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his
disciples.”2He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread.
4
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”
5
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;
6
for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’
7
And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already
been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give
you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him
anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will
get up and give him whatever he needs.
9
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks,
the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child
asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for
an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
L
C

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Music Ministry

Seek Ye First

SERMON

Karen Lafferty
Pastor Hardenstine

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

HYMN

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

ELW 742

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A Together we confess our faith,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy
One in prayer.
each petition concludes…
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
P Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
OFFERTORY HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
A Together we pray,

ELW 884

C

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As
we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

THE MEAL
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You pour out your Spirit, uniting in one
body people of every nation and tongue. And so with all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
A Together we pray,
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and
regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here.
For children who are not communing, please keep your hands folded and
you will receive a blessing.
Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at communion. If you
prefer grape juice to wine, please raise an index finger when the server
comes to you.
If you require a gluten-free wafer, notify the server.
If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

P
C

after all have communed
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
Amen.

A
C

Together we pray,
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our
wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live
for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know
your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

P

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort
you, and show you the path of life this day and always.
Amen.

C

HYMN

God of Grace

ELW 705

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!
Altar Flowers
This morning the flowers were given by Toni Newton in memory of
her brother, Steve Traylor.
Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs canned meats. Please
leave all donations in the designated container in the narthex.
Urgent Need
We all know the pinch of “sticker shock” when we go to the store for
groceries. Unfortunately, our budget for local “campers” (homeless
people) has been depleted for the same reason. We can only
provide lunches for another month or so before there is no money
left. If you would like to donate to this outreach, place a check in
the offering plate (mark it “campers”). You might prefer to provide
large jars of peanut butter or jelly, or give change in the camper jar
in the narthex. Thanks in advance for your help.

Reminder
The Lutheran Chicks have a summer service project, and would
love to have your help. The ladies will be assembling personal care
kits for Lutheran World Relief. Items needed (new and in the
original packaging): light weight bath towels, wrapped bar soap,
individually packaged tooth-brushes, metal nail clippers and combs.
If you can supply any of the items, place them in the box in the
narthex marked “Lutheran World Relief.”
Help Yourself
The church was recently given a large number of Christian books to
share. We have been putting a few in the narthex each week for
anyone who would like to take them. There is a new batch
available this morning. Please take as many as you like.

WE PRAY FOR…
Gary Wilkins
Tom Jackling
Dave Deitrich
Kaylyn Nagel
Scott Schultz
Lamar Traylor
Daryl Cox
Jim & Lou Taylor
Jack & Kathy Myers
Harold & Linda Schultz
Harv & Alma Claussen

Attendance last Sunday: 49

THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Every week day morning
Monday
Tuesday

6:30 am
8:00 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am

AA meets at church
AA meets at church
Work Crew
Lutheran Chicks

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Kathy Myers
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Jim Taylor
Ushers: Noma Hickok & Debby Porter

Our thanks to Pastor Autumn Hardenstine for filling in while
Pastor Armen is on Sabbatical.

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F)
PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 – 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT
www.alivingfaith.org

office@alivingfaith.org

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS….
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

