Sunday, May 15, 2022

The Fifth Sunday of Easter

WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS
GATHERING
Prelude
P
C
P

How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Pachebel

We gather in the name of God; Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, who
leads us from death to life. C Amen!

HYMN

Now All the Vault of Heaven

ELW 367

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Together we pray,
C Faithful and just God, we confess that we are captive to doubt
and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We have not
loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Forgive
us, God of mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our
lives and make us new, that we may know the abundant life given
in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
P

C

In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent
the Son to atone for our sins. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I
announce to you that your sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of
God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

THE GREETING
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Together we pray,
C O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain
nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that,
made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING
Acts 11:1-18
1
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’
10
This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the
man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning.
16
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that
I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised
God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to
life.”
The word of God.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING:
Revelation 21:1-6
1
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;
4
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”
5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

The word of God.

Thanks be to God.
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

GOSPEL
C Glory to you, O Lord.

John 13:31-35

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.
35
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”
31

P

The Gospel of our Lord.

Music Ministry

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Glorious
Ted Pearce
Brian Wing, guitar & vocal

SERMON

JESUS’ NEW COMMANDMENT

Pastor Armen

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
HYMN

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen

ELW 377

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A Together we confess our faith,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
each petition concludes…
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by
your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering

OFFERTORY HYMN

W&P 37

OFFERING PRAYER
A Together we pray,
C Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in
your peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded
and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
ELW stg 10 s207

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
A
C

Together we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and
regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here.
For children who are not communing, please keep your hands folded and
you will receive a blessing. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are
available at communion. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the
server. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

after all have communed
P
A
C

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
C Amen.
Together we pray,
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we
have tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst
are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’
name. Amen.
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the lifegiving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN

Christ is Alive!
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DISMISSAL
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P
C

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Lord, Keep us Steadfast in Thy Word

Johann Gottfried

Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!
Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar today were provided by Neal and Noma
Schattauer in memory of Don and Eunice.
May Ladies Luncheon at The End Zone
The ladies of Faith Lutheran will meet this Wednesday, May 18th, at
The End Zone, at 11:30 am. Separate checks as always. Please
sign up on sheet in narthex. Deadline is today! Looking forward to
seeing a good crowd! Questions? See or call Kathie Wiley (941662-5383).
Bookkeeper Needed
Faith’s current bookkeeper is stepping down, so we need someone
to fill this paid position. It only requires about a 1-2 hours per week,
and consists of entering bills for payment and printing checks,
including payroll, for the church. We use the Church Windows
software, and training will be provided. Please contact Lynn Beck,
Treasurer (724-355-3216), or Barb in the office (697-3313), if you
have any questions or interest in the position. Thank you.
Join the Chicks!
The Lutheran Chicks are a group of ladies who meet on Tuesday
mornings at 9:00. In the past they have done a variety of crafts and
service projects, but their numbers have dwindled. This summer
they would like to regroup and invite more ladies to join them. If
you have an idea about how to spend the morning, let Barbra in the
church office know, or just come out this Tuesday at 9:00. Some
ideas being considered: playing cards or games, sharing recipes
and coffee, and making fun gifts for distribution to local nursing
homes. There is time for any and all of these things (or for
whatever you would like to do) in that 3-hour space. Please
consider becoming a Chick!

Choir News
Since, in the past, choir has taken the summer off, we will attempt
to start again in September. This is largely dependent on how
many people are interested in participating. If you would consider
adding your voice to the Faith choir, please let Candace know, or
call Barbra in the church office (941-697-3313).
Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs honey. All donations
should be placed in the bin in the narthex.
Attendance last Sunday: 69
Serving Today
Altar Guild: Margaret Murphy
Worship Assistant: Toni Newton
Ushers: Mary Lou Fitzgerald & Art Hanson
THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Every week day morning
6:30 am
AA meets at church
Monday
8:00 pm
AA meets at church
Tuesday
7:30 am
Work Crew
9:00 am
Lutheran Chicks
Wednesday
1:00 pm
OLT
WE PRAY FOR…
Gary Wilkins
Lou Taylor
Jack & Kathy Myers

Tom Jackling
David Traylor

Harold Schultz
Harv & Alma Claussen

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi
Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F)
PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 – 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT
www.alivingfaith.org

office@alivingfaith.org

Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS….
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

