Sunday, May 8, 2022

The Fourth Sunday of Easter

WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS
GATHERING
Prelude
P
C
P

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen, indeed! Alleluia!
We gather in the name of God; Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, who
leads us from death to life. C Amen!

HYMN

Love Divine, all Loves Excelling
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Together we pray,
C Faithful and just God, we confess that we are captive to doubt
and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We have not
loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Forgive
us, God of mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our
lives and make us new, that we may know the abundant life given
in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
P

C

In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent
the Son to atone for our sins. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I
announce to you that your sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of
God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

THE GREETING
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Together we pray,
C O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your
will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING
Acts 9:36-43
36
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At
that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her
in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard
that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come
to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he
arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside
him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made
while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then
she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand
and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to
be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain
Simon, a tanner.
The word of God.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING:
Revelation 7:9-17
9
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”
11
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the
one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out

of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
The word of God.

Thanks be to God.
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

GOSPEL
C Glory to you, O Lord.
22

John 10:22-30

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,
and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do
not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know
23

them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than
all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are
one.”

P
C

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

FOLLOW ME

Pastor Armen

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
HYMN

Faith of Our Mothers
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A Together we confess our faith,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
each petition concludes…
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by
your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
OFFERTORY HYMN

W&P 37

OFFERING PRAYER
A Together we pray,
C Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in
your peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded
and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
A

Together we pray,

C

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. For children who are not communing, please keep
your hands folded and you will receive a blessing. Both wine (red)
and grape juice (white) are available at communion. If you prefer
a gluten-free wafer, notify the server. If you are unable to come to
the altar rail and would like to receive communion in your seat,
please notify an usher.
after all have communed
P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

C

Amen.

A

Together we pray,

C

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we
have tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst
are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’
name. Amen.

P

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the lifegiving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever.

C

Amen.

HYMN

What Wondrous Love

DISMISSAL
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P
C

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!
Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar today were provided by Pam Vandenberg
and Linda Schleede, remembering their mothers.
Work Crew Change
Beginning this week, the work crew will start at 7:30 am. Please
join us in keeping the Lord’s house well maintained.
May Ladies Luncheon at The End Zone
The ladies of Faith Lutheran will meet on Wednesday, May 18th, at
The End Zone, at 11:30 am. The restaurant is located on 776 just
past the motel 6. They have a varied menu with everything from
burgers to wings to pizza. Something for everyone! Separate
checks as always. Please sign up on sheet in narthex. Deadline is
Sunday May 15th. Looking forward to seeing a good crowd!
Questions? See or call Kathie Wiley (941-662-5383).
Join the Chicks!
The Lutheran Chicks are a group of ladies who meet on Tuesday
mornings at 9:00. In the past they have done a variety of crafts and
service projects, but their numbers have dwindled. This summer
they would like to regroup and invite more ladies to join them. If
you have an idea about how to spend the morning, let Barbra in the
church office know, or just come out this Tuesday at 9:00. Some
ideas being considered: playing cards or games, sharing recipes
and coffee, and making fun gifts for distribution to local nursing
homes. There is time for any and all of these things (or for
whatever you would like to do) in that 3-hour space. Please
consider becoming a Chick!

Choir News
Since, in the past, choir has taken the summer off, we will attempt
to start again in September. This is largely dependent on how
many people are interested in participating. If you would consider
adding your voice to the Faith choir, please let Candace know, or
call Barbra in the church office (941-697-3313).
Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs vegetable or olive oil. All
donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex.
Ushers Take Note
The summer usher list is now available. Please pick up your copy
from the narthex this morning.
WE PRAY FOR…
Gary Wilkins
Harold Schultz
Betty Mageav
Neilson family
Jack & Kathy Myers

Tom Jackling
Terry Schultz
David Traylor
Harv & Alma Claussen

Joanne Smith
Lou Taylor
Traylor family

Attendance last Sunday: 72
THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Every week day morning
6:30 am
AA meets at church
Monday
8:00 pm
AA meets at church
Tuesday
7:30 am
Work Crew
9:00 am
Lutheran Chicks
Wednesday
1:00 pm
OLT

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Margaret Murphy
Worship Assistant: Toni Newton
Ushers: Jay Fisher & Jim Hughs

Happy Mother’s Day!

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Choir Director: Charlene Howe
Organist: Candace Montesi
Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F)
PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 – 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT
www.alivingfaith.org

office@alivingfaith.org

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS….
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

