Sunday, November 28, 2021

First Sunday of Advent

WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS
GATHERING
Prelude
(PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE)
P
C

We gather today in the name of God; Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen!

HYMN

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
C Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

Together we pray,
God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we confess
our sin before you. We fail in believing that your good news is
for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our
sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from
ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away
from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of
your saving grace. Amen.

P

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the
power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children
of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of
divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

C

KYRIE

s203

THE GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Together we pray,
C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem
us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
9
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we
feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking
in your faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our
way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for
one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
L The word of God.
C Thanks be to God.
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
P Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons
of war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your
way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that
your day of salvation is dawning.
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep,
wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us
along your path of peace.
the candle is lit

P
C

O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

ACCLAMATION
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
GOSPEL
Luke 21:25-36
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and
on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and
the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they
will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.
28
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees;
30
as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place,
you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does
not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to
stand before the Son of Man.”
L The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Armen

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
HYMN

Lo, He Comes with Clouds
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A Together we confess our faith,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and
places that yearn for God’s presence.
each petition concludes…
L Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
C Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering

OFFERTORY HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
A Together we pray,
C God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts
and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way
before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
A Together we pray,

C

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. For children who are not communing, please keep
your hands folded and you will receive a blessing.
Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at communion.
If you prefer grape juice to wine, please raise an index finger when the
server comes to you. If you require a gluten-free wafer, notify the
server.
If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.
after all have communed

P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
C Amen.

A
C

Together we pray,
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the
Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts
of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and
our guest. Amen.

P

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ
Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

C

HYMN

Fling Wide the Door
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DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Christ is near.
Postlude

C

Thanks be to God.

Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!
Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar this week were given by
~ Tom and Linda Jackling in celebration of their anniversary
~ Toni Newton in celebration of Tom’s birthday
~ Joyce Schultz’s children in celebration of her 96th birthday
Join us Wednesdays in Advent
Our mid-week Advent worship will be at noon this year. Please
mark your calendars and plan to join us.
Reminder
If you signed up to be a bell ringer, start date is tomorrow.
It’s the Most Wonderful Time…
Christmas is just around the corner, so it’s time to sign up for
poinsettias to decorate the church for the holiday. There is a signup sheet in the narthex, and only 18 are available at a cost of $10
each. If you want a dedication, print it legibly on the sheet when
you sign up. The list will be in the December 19 bulletin. You may
take your flower home after the last service on Christmas eve.
Ushers
If you have not received your copy of the fall/winter schedule, they
are available in the narthex this morning.
Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs canned soup. All
donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex.

WE PRAY FOR…
Gary Wilkins
Lois Howell
Roger DeMeritt
Tom Jackling

Chris Cameron
Mike Williams
Jerry Faught
Nancy Smith

Elaine Young
Patricia Banting
Richard Enderle
Persecuted Christians

Attendance last Sunday: 76
Serving Today
Altar Guild: Margaret Murphy
First Service:
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Linda Schleede
Usher: Art Hanson
Second Service:
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Debby Porter
Ushers: Larry & Linda Bennett
THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Every week day morning
6:30 am
AA meets at church
Monday
8:00 pm
AA meets at church
Office Closed
Tuesday
8:00 am
Work Crew
9:00 am
Lutheran Chicks
Wednesday
Noon
Advent Worship
1:00 pm
OLT

Electronic Giving
To contribute to support God’s work, you may visit our web page
https://alivingfaith.org and use the “Give” button.

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Choir Director: Charlene Howe
Organist: Candace Montesi Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F)
PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 – 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS….
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

