Sunday, September 18, 2022

15th Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS
GATHERING
Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.

C

Amen!

P

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this
world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P

Together we pray,

C

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold
on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed to do
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a
new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge
and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer
and friend. Amen.

P

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy
Spirit.

C

Amen.

HYMN

Take My Life
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THE GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Together we pray,
C God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love
for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to
your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE
STEP BY STEP
WNP 132
Oh God, You are my God
And step by step You'll lead me
And I will ever praise You
And I will follow You all of my days
Oh God, You are my God
And I will follow You all of my days
And I will ever praise You
And I will follow You all of my days
I will seek You in the morning
And step by step You'll lead me
And I will learn to walk in Your
And I will follow You all of my
ways
days

WORD
FIRST READING
Amos 8:4-7
4
Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
The word of God.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
1 Timothy 2:1-7
1
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
4
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. 5For there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and
an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and truth.
The word of God.

Thanks be to God.
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 16:1-13

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager,
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.
2
So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you?
Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my
manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now
that my master is taking the position away from me?
I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what
to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into
their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of
olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’
7
Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred
containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And
his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly;
for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may
welcome you into the eternal homes.
10
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?
1

12

And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will
give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

L

The Gospel of our Lord.

SERMON

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

THE WAY OF THE WORLD

Pastor Armen

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
HYMN

Son of God
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A

Together we confess our faith,

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so
let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s
good creation.
each petition concludes…
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
OFFERING CELEBRATION
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
OFFERTORY HYMN

ELW 884

OFFERING PRAYER
A

Together we pray,

C

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our
needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us
ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a
table for all. Amen.

THE MEAL
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
ELW stg 3 s144b

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this
far along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but
guided us into the path of love and light. In every age you sent prophets to
make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor has
become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news
to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to
ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
A Together we pray,
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and
regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here.
For children who are not communing, please keep your hands folded and
you will receive a blessing.
Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at communion. If you
prefer grape juice to wine, please raise an index finger when the server
comes to you.
If you require a gluten-free wafer, notify the server.
If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

after all have communed
P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
C Amen.

A
C

Together we pray,
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this
meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you
with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide
you always in faith, hope, and love.
C Amen.

HYMN

Rise up, O Saints

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace, Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!
Thanks!
For “God’s Work Our Hands Sunday,” we collected $2,377 for our
Camper Ministry, plus several jars of peanut butter and jelly.
Thanks to all who participated.
September Ladies Luncheon
The ladies of Faith Lutheran will gather for lunch on Wednesday,
September 14, 11:30 am at Paraiso. The restaurant is located on
Placida Road. While primarily a Mexican restaurant, Paraiso also
offers other items like fish and burgers. The ladies will order from
the regular menu. You are encouraged to join us, just sign up on
the sheet in the narthex. Be sure to include your phone number so
we can reach you if there is a problem. Deadline to be included is
this morning.
Committee Members Needed
Did you know you are part of Faith’s Stewardship Committee, since
everyone here has time and talents? So how about using a bit of
that time to be part of the official Stewardship Committee? [This is
a brainstorming committee, no phone calls or knocking on doors
required.] If you are interested, talk with Pastor or Mary Lou
Fitzgerald (Chairman) today – or just come to the Stewardship
meeting this Thursday, September 22, at 10:00 am here at Faith.
You are Invited to Join the Family!
We will be bringing in new members on October 9, and would love
to have you join us. If you would like to be included, call Barbra in
the church office (941-697-3313).
Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs canned meat or tuna.
Please leave your donations in the white container in the narthex.

Looking Ahead…
The Halloween Safe Walk on Dearborn Street has been scheduled
again this year. We would like to participate as we have in the
past, so we need your help. Starting next week, we will be
collecting wrapped candy for distribution that evening. Place your
donations in the tub in the narthex. No candy with nuts or
chocolate, please, due to allergies and hot weather.
WE PRAY FOR…
Gary Wilkins
Lou Taylor
Chris Hoops
Harv Claussen

Tom Jackling
Harold Schultz
Bob Ash
Cyndy Hoops

Dave Deitrich
Bill Linsberg
Jack Myers

Attendance last Sunday: 63
Serving Today
Altar Guild: Linda Hughs
Lector/ Worship Assistant:
Ushers: Mary Lou Fitzgerald & Art Hanson
THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Every week day morning
6:30 am
AA meets at church
Monday
8:00 pm
AA meets at church
Tuesday
7:30 am
Work Crew
9:00 am
Lutheran Chicks
Thursday
10:00 am
Stewardship Com.

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Choir Director: Charlene Howe
Organist: Candace Montesi
Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F)
PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 – 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT
www.alivingfaith.org
office@alivingfaith.org
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS….
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

