September 10, 2023 15" Sunday after Pentecost

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving

THAT IF TWO OF YOU
AGREE ON EARTH
CONCERNING ANYTHING

THAT THEY ASK IT

MATTHEW 18 19



WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
P We gather in the name of God: Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!
HYMN God, When Human Bonds ELW 603
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1 God, when hu - man bonds are bro - ken and we lack the
2 Through that still - ness, with your Spir - it come in - to our
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love  or skill to re - store the hope of  heal - ing,
world of  stress, for the sake of Christ for - giv - ing
seek  re - lease from the pain of  ear lier liv - ing;
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give us grace and make us still.
all the faill -  ures we con fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stron - ger, give us faith.
God, en cour -  age and re new!

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

P

Silence is kept for reflection.

Together we pray,

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.



C Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our
community. We have squandered your blessings. We have
hoarded your bounty. We have failed to be honest. We have
lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name
of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. Amen.

P God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless
grace when we fail. Live the gift of God’s mercy: as you are freed

and forgiven in the name of = Jesus Christ.

C Amen.
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THE GREETING

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far
from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 33:7-11
'So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.
°If T say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do
not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die
in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. “But if you
warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your
life.

'“Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of
them; how then can we live?” *'Say to them, As I live, says the Lord Gob,
| have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for
why will you die, O house of Israel?

L The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

®Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. “The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”;
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” *°Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love
is the fulfilling of the law.

1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; *“the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; “*let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. ““Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.

L The word of God. C Thanks be to God.



PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:15-20

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] **“If another member of the church sins
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If
the member listens to you, you have regained that one. °But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. *’If the member
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. **Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
YAgain, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. °For where two or
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

P The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Armen
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE




HYMN For the Fruit ELW 679
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to  God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will 1s  done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-toundus, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will 1s  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

A Together we confess our faith,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the
church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.
each petition concludes...
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
P Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and
the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through
Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 884
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise him, all crea-tures here be - low;
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praise him a-bove, ye heav’'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. For those not communing, please keep your hands
folded and you will receive a blessing. Both wine (red) and grape
juice (white) are available at communion.

If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the server. If you are unable
to come to the altar rail and would like to receive communion in your
seat, please notify an usher.

after all have communed

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
C Amen.



A Together we pray,

C  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy,
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you

peace.
C Amen.
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen - ter
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing,
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry
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DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Ladies Luncheon
Today is your last opportunity to sign up for the next Ladies
Luncheon this Wednesday, September 13", 11:30 am, at Landy’s.
They have an eclectic menu, with lots of seafood, soup, salads
etc. They also specialize in Greek food. Separate checks for all,
and the enjoyment of fellowship and laughter! Sign up on the sheet
in the narthex. For more Information, see or call Kathie Wiley (941-
662-5383).

Changes and Upcoming Events
~ Council meetings will be held on the second Tuesday of the
month (11:00 am) for the remainder of the year.

~ We are attempting to schedule a church picnic at the Manasota
Beach Club sometime in early November.

Attendance last Sunday: 47
Food Pantry

This week the food bank especially needs small bags of rice. All
donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex.



Thanks
Thanks to all who donated plastic bags to the Chicks. They have
all they need, so please don’t bring any more.

WE PRAY FOR...

Lou Taylor Jerry Marsh Rosie LaQuay
Verna Newlon Brian Wing Joyce Schultz
Lisa LaQuay Bruce Grosvenor Art Hanson

Debby Lynn Costello

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks

11:00 am Councill

5:00 pm Girl Scouts

6:00 pm Prayer with Grace
Wednesday 11:30 am Ladies Luncheon

1:00 pm OLT

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Linda Hughs
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Toni Newton
Ushers: Jim & Debby Porter

Your Church Council
Steve Wolfe (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice President), Jeff Petersen
(Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Ellen Lindhurst, Jim Taylor,
Gene Newlon, Larry Bennett, Jay Fisher.



Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am — Noon (M-F)

PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 —1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life



